Introduction
This report is a compilation of figures and tables that show the spatial and statistical distribution of dissolved ele mental concentrations of As, Ba, Cd, Co, Cu, Cr, Mo, Ni, Pb, and Zn, in ground water from the Ozark Plateaus region of the United States.
This product is part of a USGS project that is focused on characterizing the effects of Mississippi Valley-type (MVT) mineralization on the background ground water chemistry of the Ozark Plateaus region of the United States (Lee, 2000) . The first phase of this parent study involved the investigation of spatial and statistical relationships between MVT-related metals in rocks and groundwater. The figures and tables of this report are a product of this study phase and are centered on characterizing, on a regional level, the spatial and statisti cal distribution of MVT-related metals in aquifer rocks. A companion report that shows the spatial and statistical distri bution of MVT-related metals in acid-insoluble residues of borehole rocks from the Ozark region has been published as a USGS open-file report under the title: The distribution of MVT-related (Lee and Goldhaber, 2001) .
metals in acid-insoluble residues of Paleozoic rocks in the Ozark Plateaus region of the United States
A minimal amount of scientific interpretations are pro vided within the text. A detailed interpretation of this data, as it relates to the effects of MVT mineralization on the naturalbackground ground water chemistry of the Ozark region, is currently available in Lee (2000) .
Description of the Dataset
The figures and tables of this report are based on a database of 400 ground-water samples from 380 different locations distributed throughout the Ozark region (Figure 1 ). The entire ground-water dataset, along with instructions on how to obtain digital copies of records, is listed in Appendix A.
All ground-water samples used within this report were generated during USGS Water-Resources Division (USGS WRD) programs. Ground-water samples are from both springs and wells. A majority of these water samples are associated with the USGS National Water Quality Assessment (NAWQA) Program -Ozark Plateaus Study Unit (Freiwald, 1991; Peterson, Adamski, and others, 1998) . A smaller set of the USGS water data is from water-quality monitoring programs implemented by the USGS-WRD, but not directly associated with the NAWQA program. These samples were obtained by the same office and personnel executing the Ozark NAWQA study and were obtained and analyzed in accordance with standard USGS protocol (see USGS Technical Water Resources Investigations (TWRI) manuals available at ( http:// oregon.usgs.gov/pubs_dir/twri-list.html ). All ground-water samples used in this report are full determinations of major elements and field parameters.
Data records for ground-water samples contain informa tion on the principal water-bearing geologic formations of springs and wells, and also well construction information where relevant. Table 1 summarizes the statistical distribution of water samples by water-yielding formation (or geologic unit). The total percentage of groundwater samples represen tative of the individual aquifer units of the Ozark Aquifer System are: 36% from the Springfield Plateau aquifer unit, 64% from the Ozark aquifer unit, and 0% from the St. Francois aquifer unit. Groundwater samples from the St. Francois aquifer unit were not obtained for use in this report. This aquifer is of minor importance as a drinking water source in the Ozarks (Imes and Emmett, 1994) .
Trace elements were determined in 200 ground-water samples (Table 1 ). The total percentage of groundwater sam ples with trace element data representative of individual aqui fer units of the Ozark aquifer system are: 20% from the Springfield Plateau aquifer unit, and 80% from the Ozark aquifer unit. The lower detection limit for almost all trace metal analyses within the dataset is 1 ug/L. However, for some analyses, detection limits are as high as 6 ug/L. For mapping and plotting purposes, all concentrations of trace elements reported at the lower limits of detection were set to one-half of the reported detection limit. 
Maps of the Concentrations of Dissolved Metals in Ozark Region Ground Water
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Aquifer
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